
ESSENTIALS OF FIREFIGHTING 
Instruction by the Kansas State Firefighters Association 
The following sessions are offered to provide participants with basic firefighting 
skills necessary to perform safely and effectively in emergency situations.  
Students should provide their own bunker gear and SCBA for these sessions. 
 
Note:  You must register for each session separately. 
 
READING SMOKE                          
Session I    Th June 3 8:00am-Noon  
Session II    F June 4 6:00pm-10:00pm 
This course is designed to give front line firefighting personnel valuable 
information based on the characteristics of the smoke coming from a fire. It will 
help not only officer level people but entry level firefighters with basic 
assumptions of interior fire conditions from visual clues of exterior smoke 
conditions. This course is a must and will add to every participant’s knowledge 
level.  
Session II is a repeat of Session I.  
 
SALVAGE AND OVERHAUL-  Th June 3 8:00am-Noon 
 LOSS CONTROL  
After completing this course the firefighter will be able to safely and effectively 
perform salvage and overhaul operations.  
 
SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING  Th June 3 1:00pm-5:00pm 
APPARATUS (SCBA) 
After completing this course the firefighter will be able to safely use, clean, 
recharge, inspect and store the SCBA. In addition, the firefighter will be instructed 
in search techniques and will demonstrate those techniques with the SCBA and full 
gear. Also taught will be basic information on personal protective equipment for 
the firefighter.  
 
FIRE BEHAVIOR   Th June 3 1:00pm-5:00pm 
After completing this session, the student will be able to predict probable fire 
behavior and know the actions necessary to change or prevent these behaviors.  
 
SEARCH AND RESCUE  Th June 3 6:00pm-10:00pm 
This class is designed for entry level firefighters to help them gain confidence in 
using a self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). Students will be given a quick 
review of SCBA parts and functions, including donning the SCBA. They will 
perform searches in an actual house. 
Fit Testing required for this class. 
 
LESSONS LEARNED   F June 4 8:00am-Noon 
Course reviews past tragedies and close calls at fire scenes, to help prevent further 
injury and deaths by examining incidents and discussing them in detail as a class. 
 
HIGH AND LOW ANGLE ROPE Sa June 5 8:00am-5:00pm 
RESCUE 
This class was designed for entry-level rescue personnel and is geared primarily for 
smaller departments with limited rope gear and equipment. Topics covered are 
safety, rope and hardware care, rappelling:  high and low angle, setup of simple 
haul lines and various other techniques.    
Equipment recommended: 
1.  Rescue or fire helmets 
2.  Leather gloves 
3.  Work boots 
 
FIRE CAUSE DETERMINATION Sa June 5 1:00pm-5:00pm 
Upon completion of this course, the firefighter will understand his/her 
responsibility in fire cause determination. The firefighter will also learn the 
methods he/she can utilize to preserve the findings of the fire cause.  



 
VEHICLE EXTRICATION  Su June 6 8:00am-5:00pm 
This course will include vehicle preparation, vehicle placement at the scene, 
extrication techniques, gaining access, patient care, and disentanglement.  Safety 
will be stressed; students must wear full protective clothing in the training area 
excluding SCBA. 
Limit 15  
 
DEFENSIVE DRIVING   Su June 6 8:00am-5:00pm  
This course was initially developed to benefit fire, EMS and rescue chief officers, 
as well as safety officers, training officers and drivers of emergency vehicles. 
Newly revised, it is the next logical step in addressing safe emergency response 
after initiating a driver-training program. It is designed to reveal the dangers of 
emergency response and the adverse effects on emergency service organizations 
resulting from emergency vehicle accidents. 
 
 
 
HALF-DAY AND ONE-DAY SESSIONS 
 
 
KANSAS FLOOD AND WATER RESCUE 1              April 26-29 
Instruction by Jeff Cox from Kansas Fire and Rescue Training Institute 
This class is designed to give persons involved in water rescue base line knowledge 
and understanding of the effects of moving water. It will also teach the participants 
how to better utilize boat operations to their advantage in these rapidly changing 
conditions. This class will be held in late April to ensure proper water flow in our 
creeks and streams.  
 < CLASS IS ALREADY FULL > 
 
INCIDENT COMMAND OFFICERS  Th June 3 8:00am-5:00pm 
WORKSHOP (INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS) 
Instruction by Larry Steeby, Parsons Fire Chief 
This course will cover basic incident management of emergency scenes. Class 
participants will interact with instructors and classmates to find common 
emergency scene techniques for incident management. This class will be both 
classroom instruction and scenario based learning for the participants. This class is 
designed for anyone who is expected to make command level decisions at an 
emergency scene.  
 
EVERYONE GOES HOME   
Session I    Th June 3 6:00pm–10:00pm 
Session II    F June 4 8:00am–Noon 
Instruction by Everyone Goes Home Kansas Advocate Gary Bowker 
Firefighters must have the courage to face a multitude of risks in order to save lives 
and protect their communities. Their courage allows them to willingly risk their 
own lives so that others can be saved. A different type of courage is required to 
stay safe in potentially dangerous situations, avoiding needless risks and tragic 
consequences. This presentation was originally developed by the Firefighter Life 
Safety Initiatives Team with the assistance of many firefighters and fire officers 
including Chief Billy Goldfeder and John Salka. It is intended to influence the 
participants towards changing the attitude that firefighter deaths are a normal and 
acceptable outcome. 
Session II is a repeat of Session I.  
 
FIRE INSPECTION    F June 4 8:00am–Noon 
CRITERIA – GENERAL CHECKLIST  
Instruction by Amanda Yorkey, Education Consultant, State Fire Marshal’s 
Office               
This course is an introduction to the Kansas Buildings Fire Safety Handbook.  It 
will explore the minimum level of fire safety enforced at a state level and will go 



into detail on the requirements contained within the general checklist (which is 
applicable for all buildings in Kansas).  The class will also look at procedures for 
conducting an inspection, ways to interact with building owners and operators, 
methods for following up on the inspections, and a discussion of maintaining 
records.  Participants will receive a copy of the Kansas Buildings Fire Safety 
Handbook and there will be ample time for specific questions. 

75% - GENERAL CHECKLIST CODES 
               25% - INSPECTION PRINCIPLES & PRACTICES 
 
 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO   F June 4 8:00am--Noon   
PIPELINE EMERGENCIES  
Instruction by Steve Roberts, M.Ed. - Lead Instructor Paradigm Liaison 
Services – on behalf of the Kansas Pipeline Association (kpa-awareness.com) 
This workshop will discuss pipeline purpose and reliability, safety initiatives of the 
pipeline companies, damage prevention; products, hazards and characteristics; leak 
recognition and response and defining high consequence areas. Focus will be 
placed on the proper response techniques to a pipeline release to include offensive, 
defensive and non-intervention strategies, as well as assessing the scene, denying 
entry into these areas and working a coordinated effort between all emergency 
services through mutual aid (NIMS/ICS) and the pipeline companies. Finally, we 
will end the workshop with a 3-D animated scenario in an effort to bring all aspects 
of the program together. Electronic answering devices will be included for use in 
this workshop as questions will be included for those attending to answer 
throughout each section of the program.  
 
DRIVER/OPERATOR: PUMPER   F June 4 8:00am-5:00pm 
Instruction by Kevin Cruse, Parsons Fire Department 
This class is intended to educate driver/operators who are responsible for operating 
apparatus equipped with fire pumps in their departments. This class will cover both 
the knowledge required to operate and the hands-on abilities to confidently perform 
effectively on a fire scene. The instructor has over 27 years of fire ground 
experience for the participants to benefit from.  
 
SMALL FIRE    F June 4 8:00am-5:00pm 
DEPARTMENT TACTICS 
Instruction by Glenn Pribbenow from the Kansas Fire and Rescue Training 
Institute 
This course is designed to help the participant understand the challenges associated 
with small fire department operations.  Tactics and strategies appropriate for use in 
incidents involving the single-company response and other small fire department 
operations are also presented.  Topics include prioritizing strategy, tactical rules & 
Layman’s model of firefighting strategy.   
 
COMPUTER WORKSHOP: EXCEL F June 4 1:00pm-5:00pm 
Instruction by Janice George, LCC Computer Instructor 
Students in this class will: learn to use toolbars; learn terminology; open, save and 
close a worksheet and workbook; move around the worksheet; enter data into cells; 
delete, edit, copy, format and save cell data, columns and rows; create formulas; 
change the appearance of worksheets; create, format and print graphs and charts; 
add header/footer to worksheet; print a worksheet; use Excel Help.  
 
FIRE INSPECTION   F June 4 1:00pm–5:00pm 
CRITERIA – CHILD CARE FACILITIES   
Instruction by Amanda Yorkey, Education Consultant, State Fire Marshal’s 
Office       
This course is an introduction to the Kansas Buildings Fire Safety Handbook.  It 
will explore the minimum level of fire safety enforced at a state level and will go 
into detail on the requirements contained within the general checklist and the 
childcare checklist.  The class will also look at the difference between a child care 
center, a home daycare, and a preschool in regards to the code requirements and 
the inspection requirements.  Participants will receive a copy of the Kansas 



Buildings Fire Safety Handbook and there will be ample time for specific 
questions. 

75% - GENERAL CHECKLIST CODES 
               25% - CHILD CARE/HOME DAYCARE SPECIFICS 
 
COMPUTER WORKSHOP:  Sa June 5  8:00am-Noon 
POWERPOINT  
Instruction by Janice George, LCC Computer Instructor 
In this class students will: learn to use toolbars; learn terminology; open, save and 
close a presentation; select a design template; create title and text slides; change 
font size and style; insert clip art or picture; animate clip art; run an animated slide 
show; print a presentation in slide, outline or handout views; use PowerPoint Help. 
 
ETHANOL FIRES   Sa June 5 8:00am-5:00pm 
Instruction by the Kansas State Firefighters Association 
This course examines the unique nature of fires involving ethanol through a range 
of locations from individual vehicles, to gas stations, to truck and rail 
transportation and finally ethanol plants. 
 
EMS – CPR and AED   Sa June 5 8:00am-5:00pm 
 With FIRST AID TECHNIQUES 
Instruction by Labette Health EMS 
This class is designed for the entry level first responders or anyone needing to re-
certify in CPR. CPR cards will be provided with class completion. This class will 
also count for recertification hours for EMT’s and Paramedics.   
 
KANSAS WILDFIRE TRAINING Sa June 5 8:00am-5:00pm 
Instruction by the Kansas Forest Service and Kansas State University 
This is an 8 hour course specific to Kansas wildland fire. Topics include wildland 
fire behavior, firefighter preparedness, size-up, suppression tactics, and safety. 
 
LP BURN TRAILER   Sa June 5 1:00pm-5:00pm  
    And Sa June 5 6:00pm-10:00pm 
Instruction by Chad Mayberry from the Kansas Fire and Rescue Training 
Institute 
 
Prerequisite:   All participants planning to attend this training offered by the 
Kansas Fire & Rescue Training Institute shall provide evidence that they have 
been medically screened and fit-tested as required by OSHA 29CFR1910.134 and 
applicable Kansas Department of Labor standards. For more information and to 
download a form for verification, go to 
www.continuinged.ku.edu/fire/news/fit_test.pdf. Each department that has 
participants attending needs to provide this form to the instructors at the start of 
the class. 
This module provides an opportunity for firefighters to participate in live- burn 
firefighting training evolutions.  These evolutions develop skills necessary to safely 
extinguish fire types encountered in various emergency firefighting incidents.  
Training comprises a classroom overview of specific evolutions that will be 
conducted on the training ground.  Additionally, specific operational tactics related 
to commonly encountered hazards found at actual incidents are also reviewed.  
Actual evolutions will involve simulated vehicle fires, dumpster fires, petroleum 
fuel spill fires, and natural gas meter fires using state-of-the-art propane-fueled 
props.   
The afternoon session is classroom followed by hands-on in the evening session.  
Students should sign up for both. 
 
VEHICLE EXTRICATION –  Su June 6 8:00am-5:00pm 
SEMI CAB 
Instruction by the Kansas State Firefighters Association 
This course will include vehicle preparation, vehicle placement at the scene, 
extrication techniques, gaining access, patient care, and disentanglement.  Safety 

http://www.continuinged.ku.edu/fire/news/fit_test.pdf


will be stressed; students must wear full protective clothing in the training area 
excluding SCBA.  This course will focus on the semi cab. 
Limit 15  
 
 
EVENING SESSIONS 
 
 
FIREMAN’S RELIEF ASSOCIATION Th June 3 6:00pm–10:00pm 
Instruction by the Kansas State Firefighters Association 
This class will cover paperwork associated with properly reporting relief activity to 
the state along with important new updates to this reporting. Every department 
should have at least one individual that needs to attend this class. It will also 
explore the roles of those elected to head each departments relief funds. The class 
will also touch on what are proper expenditures for your relief association.  
 
FIREHOUSE SOFTWARE Th June 3 6:00pm–10:00pm 
Instruction by Larry Steeby, Parsons Fire Chief 
Fire incident reporting is now required to be computer generated. This would be an 
excellent time: 1) For beginners to learn about the software and 2) For those who 
have been using the software to learn more about how you can use their other 
software packages in conjunction with the incident reporting. 
 
VEHICLE FIRE PRACTICES  F June 4 6:00pm-10:00pm 
Instruction by the Kansas State Firefighters Association 
Car fires! No big deal! That’s what you think! Still using a booster line or red line 
to extinguish those car fires? It’s not always a good idea! Learn why with this 
course. We go from classroom to actual extinguishment of cars.  
 
 
 
TESTING SESSION 
FIT TESTING    F June 4 8:00am–5:00pm 
Performed by the S.E.K. Fire Chiefs 
The Respiratory Protection -- OSHA Standard 1910.134 requires that those using 
respiratory protection, self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) be fit tested 
annually and a medical evaluation or screening performed. The Kansas Fire & 
Rescue Training Institute adheres to this federal mandate and therefore sponsors fit 
testing and furnishes the resources for performing these tests. 
The medical evaluation or screening required by OSHA and the Kansas 
Department of Labor can be performed by local medical health professionals to 
meet the requirements of fit testing. 
 
The S.E.K. Fire Chiefs Association is providing this service for everyone that will 
take any Kansas Fire & Rescue Training Institute class requiring SCBA. Everyone 
to be fit tested must be clean shaven - that means NO goatees, beards and/or long 
sideburns - NO EXCEPTIONS. 
 
Testing is offered throughout the day; normally each test takes about 15-20 
minutes. 
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