
MATH TEST STRATEGIES 
QUANTITATIVE-MATH TEST TAKING TIPS 

 Repetition is important in math. You learn how to solve problems by doing them, so practice problems 

but don't do it blindly. Make sure you learn how to recognize when/why you should use a specific 

method to solve a problem. 

 Work on practice problems for each topic ranging in levels of difficulty. 

 When practicing, try to solve the problem on your own first then look at the answer or seek help if you 

are having trouble. 

 Mix up the order of the questions from various topics when you are reviewing so you'll learn when to use 

a specific method/formula. 

 Make up a sheet with all the formulas you need to know and memorize all the formulas on the sheet. 

 When you get your exam, write down all the key formulas on the margin of your paper so if you forget 

them when you're in the middle of the test you can look back at the formula. 

 Read the directions carefully and don't forget to answer all parts of the question. 

 Make estimates for your answers... e.g. if you are asked to answer 48 x 12 = ?, you could expect a number 

around 500 but if you end up with an answer around 5000, you'll know you did something wrong. 

 Show all your work (especially when partial credit is awarded) and write as legibly as possible. 

 Even if you know the final answer is wrong, don't erase your entire work because you may get partial 

credit for using the correct procedure. 

 Check over your test after you are done with it. If you have time, redo the problems on a separate piece of 

paper and see if you come up with the same answers the second time around. Look for careless mistakes 

such as making sure the decimal is in the right place, that you read the directions correctly, that you 

copied the numbers correctly, that you put a negative sign if it is needed, that your arithmetic is correct 

and so on. 

http://www.testtakingtips.com/test/math.htm 

WORK CAREFULLY 

Don’t lose points through careless errors. Check each step as you go – does it really follow correctly from 

the previous step? Watch for things like dropped minus signs or missed exponents. Check the numbers you type 

in your calculator against the numbers in the problem. 

DON’T SECOND GUESS YOURSELF  

Sometimes students will look at a problem that they have worked, suddenly decide that their answer is 

wrong and change it. If you do that, check your change just as carefully as you checked the original. 

ANSWER THE QUESTION BEING ASKED 

Does the problem ask for the dimensions of a box? You had better have three numbers (length, width, 

height) in your answer. Does it ask for a percent? A decimal is not your final answer. Does the problem ask how 

old the woman was? Verify that your x really did stand for the woman’s age and not her daughter’s age. 

Students lose lots of points on every test because they answered the question in their heads instead of the 

one on the paper. Work the problem to the end, and put your answer in the right form. Then reread the question 

to check that you actually answered it. 

http://brownmath.com/stfa/test.htm 

RESOURCES 

1. https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra 

2. https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students/prepare-for-accuplacer 

3. https://www.purplemath.com/modules/index.htm 

4. https://www.wolframalpha.com/examples/Algebra.html 

5. http://www.intmath.com/ 
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